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Why walk on this path ?
Inviting Christians from all churches to walk this path in order to prepare
for the Great Jubilee of the Resurrection in 2033 is the proposal of the
"Jesus 2033" initiative.
The Emmaus path is first and foremost a geographical path, although it is
diﬃcult to find where the ancient village of Emmaus is located. At least
four hypotheses are possible!
But it is also and above all a spiritual path.
Since the resurrection of Jesus all our paths, in fact, can become paths to
Emmaus where the Risen One joins us.
If we go to Jerusalem to pray, where the Lord died and rose again, it's all
over the world that we become pilgrims, because he never stops sending
us there as he did his apostles.
Through his resurrection, the peace of Jerusalem - and that of the world is his cross, where he reconciled us with God and destroyed the wall that
separated us : « Yes, he is our peace » (Eph. 2:14)
The disciples on their way to Emmaus felt their hearts burn within them
when Jesus explained the Scriptures to them and shared the bread before
them.
It is the most beautiful experience we can have or desire if we have not
already experienced it!
When our hearts burn within, we can receive healing for our wounds,
welcome each other, break down walls, know his will, live his new
commandment, become one people of God.
Walking towards Emmaus with brothers and sisters from Jerusalem and
meeting communities on the way is to regain awareness of the
importance of the relationships we have with each other and with
Christ.
The path to 2033 is just as important as the Easter celebrations of 2033.
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Proposal of a one-week program
Here is a proposal for a group wishing to live for a week in Jerusalem and
walk the roads to Emmaus. For a large group, it is more convenient to
stay in Jerusalem throughout the stay and rent a bus for the return
trips.
Day 1
• In the morning, get to know each other: starting with the account in
Luke's Gospel chapter 24. Everyone is invited to share their "existential
Emmaus": how Jesus joined them on their journey of life.
• Then go to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray and walk along the Via
Dolorosa to the Basilica of the Resurrection where Golgotha and the
Holy Sepulcher are located (see p. 8: "It all started in Jerusalem").
Day 2
• Start the day at the "Garden Tomb", where there is a tomb from the time
of Christ. A peaceful place that encourages prayer and contemplation. "
the question as to whether this is the same tomb in which the Messiah
was buried is ultimately unimportant. What is important is that visitors
to this garden have an encounter with the living Messiah today," says
the website: https://gardentomb.com
• Walk from the Garden Tomb to Motza ("Flavius Josephus' Emmaus").
Down a 9 km, gentle descent through the Arazim valley.
• Visit the old synagogue of Motza.
• For those who wish to continue the walk to the Benedictine monastery
of Abu Gosh (8 km further). A good climb leads us to Motza Illit and
other Jewish villages. Then through Ein Hemed Park to the Arab cities
of Ein Nakuba and Abu Gosh.
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Day 3
• Departure by bus to Abu Gosh and visit the monastery, "Emmaus of
the Crusaders". Pray (Mass is held every day at 11.30 a.m.) https://
abbaye-abugosh.info/en/home
• Ascend to the Saxum Centre, which helps pilgrims to deepen their
knowledge of the Holy Land through various multimedia resources.
https://saxum.org
• You can also visit Kyriat Yearim, the convent of Our Lady of the Ark of
the Covenant which helps keep alive the memory of the Ark. Following
recent excavations, archaeologists have assumed that the village of
Emmaus was located here.
• From the Saxum Centre there is a path to Emmaus-Nicopolis. Today,
you can walk to the "messianic" village of Yad Hashmona (3 km). Its
"Biblical Garden" provides visitors a glimpse into the spiritual, physical
and agricultural world of the Jewish people in the biblical era.
• The restaurant also oﬀers a "biblical meal" that links the Jewish Paschal
meal to the Lord's Supper. http://yad8.com
Day 4
• Begin the day with a time of sharing, Luke 24:36-53, in the spirit of
"lectio divina", where we meditate and pray the text while listening to
each other.
• This free day in Jerusalem allows us to make some visits to places or
people, reminding us that we want to meet first the "living stones". The
essential thing is to consider all Christians, by whatever name they may
be called, as beloved brothers and sisters.
• At the end of January, during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
the churches of the Old City of Jerusalem organize a prayer for unity
each evening.
• The Christian Information Center provides valuable information on
the life of the churches in Jerusalem: http://www.cicts.org
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Day 5
• Departure by bus to Yad Hashmona, then walk to Nicopolis ("the
Byzantine Emmaus") A 14 km gentle slope, in a beautiful natural
location.
• At the end of the journey, visit various communities that have settled
there:
• The Catholic Community of the Beatitudes which takes care of this
archeological site. "Its presence in Israel aims to contribute to
reconciliation and mutual knowledge between Christians and Jews
through study and prayer." http://www.emmaus-nicopolis.org
• The Trappist Abbey of Latroun, built in the 19th century to be close
to Emmaus. Participation in the community's Vespers prayer:
latroun1890@live.fr
• The Lutheran Community of Latroun. Its vocation is prayer for
Christian unity, silence and welcome: "that everyone may meet the
Risen One as the two disciples of Emmaus did. May eyes be opened
in fraternity and prayer and hearts burn!" https://www.klostergnadenthal.de/jesus-bruderschaft/latrun
Day 6
• Begin the day with a time of sharing on Mark 16:9-20
• To walk on the road from Emmaus to Al Qubaybe ("Emmaus of the
Franciscans"), you should contact the Christian Information Center in
Jaﬀa Square. http://www.cicts.org
• The route is complicated because of the wall built by Israel which
crosses this route. If it is not possible to cross it on foot, the bus can
take the walkers to the village of Bayt Iksa. Then walk to Al
Qubaybe.
Day 7
• Start the day with an evaluation of the week. The rest of the day in
Jerusalem is free for visit
• In the afternoon, a sending prayer from the Cenacle (Upper Room)
where Jesus met his disciples on the evening of Easter and sent the
Spirit
7

It all starts in Jerusalem
Before walking on the road to Emmaus, we will follow Jesus in Jerusalem,
remembering the three days that changed the face of the world.

May this time be like a prayer for the world that needs his grace so
much!
In the Cenacle (or the Upper Room), we remember the oﬀering he made
of himself when he celebrated his last meal on Holy Thursday evening.
At the end of this week, we will return to this place where the risen Jesus
met his disciples on Easter evening and poured out the Spirit on them at
Pentecost.
It is there that he gives his command of mutual love and institutes the
gesture of the washing of feet, more meaningful than a thousand words.
We accompany him to the garden of Gethsemane and stand by his side
when he experiences our human condition in the face of suﬀering and
death.
Today he tells us again: "Stay here and watch with me". And we see that
we too often sleep when we should be firm.
When he is before Pontius Pilate, the man of power from below, we
realize more deeply that the only power he accepts is that of love.
We wish to accompany him in these hours of abandonment and solitude.
We ask him to strengthen our hearts so that we have the courage to
witness to him in adversity.
Then, when walking on the Via Dolorosa we want to be at his side when
he falls three times.
At Golgotha, we can kneel down at length and remember the seven words
he said on the cross. We express our immense gratitude to him: he
suﬀered so much to free us from our foolishness.
He lived here in the deepest abandonment and gives us the secret to
overcome any division: in us, in our Churches, among ourselves, between
religions... among all. May he give us some of his humility in order to
become artisans of peace and reconciliation!
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We are there when his body is placed in the icy silence of the tomb. We
remain in prayer with him who prays with us that some of his warmth
may enter the hardened hearts of so many men and women who have
closed themselves to his light.
Then, from the empty tomb, a voice rises on Easter night, his own,
calling us by name, a voice that we can recognize among thousands.
This warm voice melts the ice of our hearts, telling us that peace begins
at home, in our families, in our homes, in our communities and in our
soul.
The resurrection of Jesus gives us this confidence: despite the cold and
darkness of our world, evil will not have the last word.
He brings us peace and joy.
He invites us to leave the Golgotha of violence and join his table where
he gathers us in true joy and peace.
May his joy and peace flood our poor world thirsty for light and beauty, as
it transformed Cleopas and the anonymous disciple around a table in
Emmaus!
May he cause us during these days to be close to him who is close to us!
May he teach us to oﬀer his beauty and light to our world!

The four Emmaus Locations
Where is the biblical Emmaus that Jesus walked to? At least four places
have been proposed...But, for the moment, we cannot decide with
certainty which one is the authentic one. Perhaps this elusive and
indefinable aspect of Emmaus indicates to us that the path is just as
important as the goal? Since his resurrection, all our paths can become
Emmaus paths where the Lord wants to set our hearts on fire. Moreover,
we can rejoice that the "breaking of the bread" by Jesus is commemorated
in these places.
The meaning of the name "Emmaus".
The Greek name "Emmaus" is said to be based on the Hebrew word
"Hamath" meaning "hot spring". The name Motza could have the same
origin.
"The meaning of this name, if you want to interpret it, would be Hot Waters,
because the city has a hot spring with curative properties", wrote the Jewish
historian Josephus in the first century (Jewish War, IV, i, 3).
Motza, "The Emmaus of Flavius Josephus"
The problem of identification comes from geographical indications.
Some manuscripts of Luke's Gospel give a distance of 60 stadia, others of
160 stadia between Emmaus and Jerusalem.
As for Flavius Josephus, he places Emmaus at 30 stadia. He writes that
Emperor Vespasian "gave eight hundred dismissed soldiers of the Roman army a
territory to settle at the place called Emmaus, thirty stadia away from
Jerusalem" (Jewish War VII, vi, 6 § 217). In memory of the establishment
of this settlement, this place was later called "Colonia". The Arab village
Qualunya, destroyed in 1948, has kept the trace of this name.
Thirty stadia represent a distance of about six kilometers from the Old
City of Jerusalem to the present-day town of Motza, whose name can
already be found in the Book of Joshua (18:26), and was translated
Amosa in the Greek translation. Amosa was then translated Emmaus.
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As early as the end of the 19th century archaeologists identified the
biblical Emmaus with this place. In 2001 Carsten Thiede demonstrated
the existence of a Jewish village in Motza in the first century and
identified it with Emmaus.
This hypothesis explains why the two disciples were able to reach
Jerusalem before the gates were closed. However, the diﬃculty with this
solution is that no biblical manuscript reads thirty stadia. Moreover,
tradition does not support it.
Recent excavations in 2012 and 2019 have uncovered a Neolithic city of
about 3,000 inhabitants. A sensational discovery that makes Motza
probably the largest city of that time (7'000 years BC) in the whole
Middle East! At a time when Jerusalem did not yet exist! Another
surprising discovery is that of a Jewish temple which, in the 9th century
BC, functioned next to the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem.
There is also a synagogue built at the end of the 19th century when
several Jewish families settled near the village of Qualunya.
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Nicopolis, "the Emmaus of the Byzantines."
The earliest mention of Emmaus can be found in the first book of the
Maccabees, which records a battle there in 165 BC (3.38-4.25). The
Jerusalem Talmud also places Emmaus between the plain and the
beginning of the ascent to Jerusalem (Treaty Sheviit 9.2).
In the 4th century, Eusebius of Caesarea wrote: "Emmaus, from where
Cleophas was mentioned in the Gospel of Luke. Today, Nicopolis, a famous city in
Palestine" ( Onomasticon 90:15-17). This is the first identification of a
place with the name Emmaus. A Byzantine basilica was then built for the
pilgrims attracted to this place of Christ's apparition.
At that time, the name Nicopolis (“new city”) was given to this place, a
name it carried until the end of the Byzantine period. With the Islamic
domination, it took the name Imwas, which is an Arabization of
Emmaus. This was the name of the village until its destruction after the
Six Days War in 1967.
Several manuscripts of the Gospel of Luke locate Emmaus 160 stadia
(about 30 km) from
Jerusalem, which
corresponds to
Nicopolis. But some
biblical scholars think
it's a correction of the
60 stages of the other
manuscripts.
One wonders also how
the disciples could have
walked such a distance to
Jerusalem when it was
already evening.

A first century tomb in
Nicopolis
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Let us add that in 1878, Sister Mariam Bawardi (beatified in 2015) had a
vision indicating Imwas as the Emmaus of the Gospel.
The Carmelites then bought the place where the ruins of the Byzantine
basilica are located and built a monastery which is occupied today by the
Community of the Beatitudes. At the same time Trappists built the
Abbey of Latroun, a stone's throw away.
Abu Ghosh, "the Emmaus of the Crusaders".
Near Kiryat Yearim - renamed Abu Gosh in the 19th century - the
Crusaders built a magnificent church in 1140 - one of the most beautiful
examples of their architecture.
They named the place Castellum Emmaus, about 60 stadiums from
Jerusalem (12 km), which corresponds to Luke 24,13. The choice of this
place was perhaps facilitated by the fact that it also had rich sources that
tradition often mentions.
It is worth noting that Kiryat
Yearim welcomed the Ark of
the Covenant for twenty
years before being taken to
Jerusalem by King David
around 1000 BC.
In 2019, archaeologists
hypothesised that Kiryath
Yearim is Emmaus, following
the discovery of fortifications
dating from the 2nd century
BC.
The diﬃculty with this
identification is that Kiryat
Yearim was not called
Emmaus in the first
century.

The Crypt of the Crusader Church
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Al Qubaybe, "the Emmaus of the Franciscans".
Another possible site for Emmaus is the village of Al-Qubaybe, also about
60 stadia away, located on one of the roads leading to Jerusalem; it was
designated as the biblical Emmaus for the first time in 1280.
In 1861 the Franciscans received a ruined church which they rebuilt in
1902. This ruin corresponds to a basilica from the time of the Crusades
and a church from the Byzantine period. A house, considered to be
Cleopas', was then incorporated into it.
Today this site is diﬃcult to access because it is located in the Palestinian
territories surrounded by the Israeli wall. The Franciscans make an annual
pilgrimage there on Easter Monday, which attracts crowds.
The diﬃculties for this identification are the same as for Abu Gosh: this
place was not called Emmaus in the first century and it was not until the
13th century that it was identified as such.

Mass in the church of Qubeybe on Easter Monday
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Biblical Texts
The walk to Emmaus. Luke 24
13 On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,
14 and they were talking to each other about all the things that had
happened.
15 As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along
with them;
16 they saw him, but somehow did not recognize him.
17 Jesus said to them, "What are you talking about to each other, as you
walk along?" They stood still, with sad faces.
18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you the only visitor in
Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been happening there
these last few days?"
19 "What things?" he asked. "The things that happened to Jesus of
Nazareth," they answered. "This man was a prophet and was considered
by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he said and
did.
20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death,
and he was crucified.
21 And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set
Israel free! Besides all that, this is now the third day since it happened.
22 Some of the women of our group surprised us; they went at dawn to
the tomb,
23 but could not find his body. They came back saying they had seen a
vision of angels who told them that he is alive.
24 Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the
women had said, but they did not see him."
25 Then Jesus said to them, "How foolish you are, how slow you are to
believe everything the prophets said!
26 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suﬀer these things and then to
enter his glory?"
15

27 And Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the
Scriptures, beginning with the books of Moses and the writings of all the
prophets.
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as
if he were going farther;
29 but they held him back, saying, "Stay with us; the day is almost over
and it is getting dark." So he went in to stay with them.
30 He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing;
then he broke the bread and gave it to them.
31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he
disappeared from their sight.
32 They said to each other, "Wasn't it like a fire burning in us when he
talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?"
33 They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the
eleven disciples gathered together with the others
34 and saying, "The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to Simon!"
35 The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and
how they had recognized the Lord when he broke the bread.

Notes
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Jesus appears to his Disciples. Luke 24
36 While the two were telling them this, suddenly the Lord himself stood
among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."
37 They were terrified, thinking that they were seeing a ghost.
38 But he said to them, "Why are you alarmed? Why are these doubts
coming up in your minds?
39 Look at my hands and my feet, and see that it is I myself. Feel me, and
you will know, for a ghost doesn't have flesh and bones, as you can see I
have."
40 He said this and showed them his hands and his feet.
41 They still could not believe, they were so full of joy and wonder; so he
asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?"
42 They gave him a piece of cooked fish,
43 which he took and ate in their presence.
44 Then he said to them, "These are the very things I told you about
while I was still with you: everything written about me in the Law of
Moses, the writings of the prophets, and the Psalms had to come true."
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
46 and said to them, "This is what is written: the Messiah must suﬀer and
must rise from death three days later,
47 and in his name the message about repentance and the forgiveness of
sins must be preached to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.
48 You are witnesses of these things.
49 And I myself will send upon you what my Father has promised. But
you must wait in the city until the power from above comes down upon
you."
50 Then he led them out of the city as far as Bethany, where he raised his
hands and blessed them.
51 As he was blessing them, he departed from them and was taken up into
heaven.
52 They worshiped him and went back into Jerusalem, filled with great
joy,
53 and spent all their time in the Temple giving thanks to God.
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Notes
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Mark 16. Apparitions of Jesus
9 After Jesus rose from death early on Sunday, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had driven out seven demons.
10 She went and told his companions. They were mourning and crying;
11 and when they heard her say that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him,
they did not believe her.
12 After this, Jesus appeared in a diﬀerent manner to two of them while they
were on their way to the country.
13 They returned and told the others, but these would not believe it.
14 Last of all, Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples as they were eating. He
scolded them, because they did not have faith and because they were too
stubborn to believe those who had seen him alive.
15 He said to them, "Go throughout the whole world and preach the gospel
to all people.
16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe
will be condemned.
17 Believers will be given the power to perform miracles: they will drive out
demons in my name; they will speak in strange tongues;
18 if they pick up snakes or drink any poison, they will not be harmed; they
will place their hands on sick people, and these will get well."
19 After the Lord Jesus had talked with them, he was taken up to heaven and
sat at the right side of God.
20 The disciples went and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with
them and proved that their preaching was true by the miracles that were
performed.
Notes:
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Emmaus: a path in twelve steps
From the text in chapter 24 of Luke's Gospel, here is an invitation to walk
through twelve steps with some paintings by the French painter Arcabas.
1. A Path of Hope
“And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free!” (v.
21)
On this path, two men who lost hope, wounded, bruised, filled with
questions.
We see in them, a wounded humanity that God wants to join in his love.
So many wounds are going through our societies and our churches today.
What is our hope?
Emmaus, a path where everyone can regain confidence and hope.
2. A path of Encounter
" Jesus himself drew near " (v. 15)
Walking together we draw close to
each other.
We learn to know each other
better.
How can we listen better, to learn
of each others joys and wounds?
Jesus continues to approach us
because he is interested in us.
Emmaus, a path of encounter,
where we can open our hearts to
each other.
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3. A Path of Welcome
"Jesus walked along with them " (v. 15)
Jesus makes the first step, he welcomes and is interested in the two
disciples.
Everyone is worthy of interest and to be listened to, because we are
created in the image of God.
How do we " welcome each other as Christ welcomed us " ? (Romans 15.7)
Emmaus, a path of welcome where we agree to walk with each other.
4. A Path of the Gospel
" Jesus explained to them what was said in the Scriptures about himself ” (v. 27)
Along the way, Jesus answers their questions by opening the Scriptures.
Through dialogue, Jesus built a relationship of friendship with them.
Now he opens to them the Scriptures.
What place has the Word of God in my life?
Emmaus, a path where we read again the Gospel.
5. A Path of Discovery
"Was it not necessary for the
Messiah to suﬀer these things
and then to enter his glory?” (v.
26)
On this path, the disciples
discover the meaning of
Jesus’ trial.
What is the meaning of our
trials?
What does God want to tell
us through them?
Sometimes we need a
lifetime to understand them.
Emmaus, a path of discovery
where we listen to our heart
and the voice of God.
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6. A Path of Resurrection
“Some of the women of our group surprised us…They came back saying they had
seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive” (v. 22-23)
Is the resurrection a myth, a legend, an invention, an impossibility?
So many people think so today.
But already for these disciples, it was hard to believe.
What is the resurrection for you?
Is it a problematic notion or Jesus, a living person walking among us?
Emmaus, a path of Resurrection where we expect to meet Him!
7. A Path of Transformation
"How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the prophets said" (v.
25)
Moving from closure to the intelligence of faith, such is the way of these
two disciples.
This passage from doubt to faith is the decisive moment in a person's life.
No one should be excluded.
Who are the people for whom I care to pray?
Emmaus, a transformation path to which all are called.

8. A Path of Sharing
“He took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to
them”. (v. 30)
Jesus breaks the bread and the eyes of the disciples open.
Walking together implies sharing the bread and the thirst of the road.
What gestures will we be able to give during this pilgrimage?
On this path we also meet old or newer communities. Maybe a table is
waiting for us?
Emmaus, a path of sharing where Jesus gives himself as food.
9. A Path of Unity
"He went in to stay with them" (v. 29)
In this house, an open fire. In the risen Jesus the fire of God's love burns
permanently.
This fire also burns in the hearts of the two disciples.
If we have this fire in us and recognize it in our brothers and sisters, there
is unity of the spirit. What contributes to the unity of the Church ?
Emmaus, a path of spiritual unity where we consider ourselves as brothers
and sisters.
10. A Path of The Spirit
“Wasn't it like a fire burning in us
when he talked to us on the road and
explained the Scriptures to us?” (v. 32)
The fire that burns in the heart
of Jesus also burns in that of the
two disciples.
It is the Holy Spirit that kindles
in us the fire of his love.
Life with Jesus is a life of the
Spirit to be invoked incessantly.
How do I get into this fire dance?
Emmaus, a path of the Spirit
where we pray for each other and
the world.

11. A Path of Communion
"They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven
disciples gathered together with the others " (v. 33)
These two disciples join the other disciples in Jerusalem, as well as Mary
and the women.
Since that day, countless friends of Jesus have walked this path.
We do not walk alone, but accompanied by a “Cloud of witnesses”. (Heb.
12.1)
They invite us to look to Jesus, the one who gives full meaning to this
path.
How do I relate to these witnesses of faith, sometimes so diﬀerent?
Emmaus, a path of communion where the forms of encounter with Jesus
are multiple.
12. A Path of Testimony
"The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they
had recognized the Lord when he broke the bread." (v. 35)
At night, the disciples returned
to Jerusalem.
They could not wait to tell
others about their encounter
with Jesus.
The vocation of Christians and
the church is the
announcement of this good
news: Christ is risen, he is
truly risen!
After walking this way, how will
we share our experience?
Emmaus, a path of testimony
where we dare to proclaim the
Gospel.
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Some prayers on the way
I.
We walk together towards Emmaus
and we believe that you are the invisible pilgrim among us.
You, the Risen One, open us to one another
and you bring us new joy and strength.
From now on in our daily Emmaus,
we no longer want to walk without you,
but in everything, to follow the path you've laid out for us.
A path of justice and peace,
of truth and fidelity,
a path that leads us to the Father
and to the heart of each one of us.
II.
Jesus, you have come among us to mark out a new path.
Wherever you have gone, life blossoms,
and there is justice and righteousness.
You are hospitality, welcoming everyone.
Today you continue to walk among us
when two or three come together in your name.
With you in our midst we can cross
our painful situations.
With you, we move forward, confident in your forgiveness,
strengthened by your word,
set free by your Spirit.
Moreover, with you we dare
to present the whole world to you.
With you we pray:
"Father, for Jesus' sake, the only righteous one,
save the whole of humanity"!
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III.
What confidence you had, Abraham,
when you were walking with your son Isaac
towards Mount Moriah?
And what thoughts were passing through the mind of your son?
What love was in your heart, Jesus,
as you walked with your disciples
to Mount Zion?
And what were their fears that paralyzed them?
What hope was in you, Cleopas and the friend.
when the stranger joined you
on the walk to Emmaus?
And you, what fire was burning inside you?
Lord, on the paths of communion or solitude,
come and walk among us yourself!
Strengthen our confidence, as you did for Abraham!
Fortify our love, as for your apostles!
Renew our hope, as for the disciples of Emmaus!
IV.
You have risen from the dead,
but how slow our hearts are to believe!
You have fulfilled the prophecies
but their meaning is still unclear to us.
At the tomb you sent angels to the women,
but, with the apostles, we reject their testimony.
You walked with your disciples on the way to Emmaus,
but, like them, our eyes are unable to recognize you.
With Thomas, we hear the great news,
but we're asking for proof.
Lord, what does it take for our hearts to open?
Prophecy is not enough.
Testimonies are not enough.
27

Arguments are not enough.
Evidence is not enough.
You have to come yourself
speak to our hearts and make them burn.
It is necessary that your Spirit attests to our spirit
that you've truly risen from the dead.
You have to fulfill your promise
to give us a new heart and a new mind.
Then we cry out to you:
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!
Come through the Scriptures that witness to you!
Come through our fraternity that contains your presence!
Come through our praise where you dwell!
Come through the bread and wine that manifest you!
Come through the poor in whom you wait for us!
V.
We too walk this path.
And you are joining us to walk with us.
You listen to our questions.
You welcome our misunderstandings.
You ask us questions and challenge us.
You are so patient with us!
Today, through your Body, the Church,
you open the Scriptures and read them with us.
You explain to us everything that concerns you.
And little by little our hearts are burning.
Then you break the bread in front of us
and our eyes open!
Lord Jesus, head of this Body,
in the Holy Spirit, through your Word and your signs,
you join us, you talk to us and we turn to you.
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May our Emmaus paths send us back
to this world you love so much to tell it:
"Christ is risen! He is truly risen!
VI.
Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus,
we believe you're joining us during these days.
We have talked, prayed and sought your will,
but we also need you to come to us
to explain all things to us, to convince us
and unite our thoughts by the power of your Spirit.
Above all, Jesus, pour your love into us,
so that we always make the first move,
especially towards the humble and the poor!
May our love thus become reciprocal
and be a witness to the love that unites you to your Father!
As we return, we pray with Cleopas and the other disciple
in whom each one can recognize himself.
Stay with us, Lord!
Keep us on our paths!
Keep us in the unity of the Spirit!
Keep our hearts above all else!
Let springs of life spring forth from them
and let the fire of your love spread!
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On the day after Easter,
what is the sign of your presence?
Is it joy?
Joy of Mary Magdalene rushing towards you and her friends.
Joy of the disciples of Emmaus with burning hearts.
Joy of your coming in the midst of your apostles.
Joy of the Spirit blowing on them.
Joy of belonging to you in the heat of the trial.
Joy of Stephen persecuted and stoned.
Joy of Paul dragged before the authorities.
Joy of Peter waiting for your return.
Joy of heaven given at your Supper.
Is this joy in my life?
Make me desire it,
For that joy is yourself!

The Way to Emmaus and the Pilgrimage
to 2033

Five fundamental principles, simple and easy to remember, correspond to
the "DNA" of Jesus 2033. Five basic elements, like the fingers of the hand:
gather, serve, pray, witness and celebrate.
In the few lines that follow, these five dimensions are linked to the road
to Emmaus. Remembering that since his resurrection, Jesus continues to
act in our midst...as he did with his first disciples...almost 2000 years ago!
Our paths can also become paths to Emmaus where we can seek unity,
•
put ourselves at the service of others, pray without ceasing, bear witness
Fondateur de Jeuness
to our hope and celebrate the victory of life.

« Je veux faire partie

1. Unity: bringing people together
On the road to Emmaus Jesus united the
two disciples by explaining the
Scriptures to them and setting their
hearts on fire.
In the same way today Jesus risen among
us isbut
the humble
pilgrimpas
whol’unité,
continuesmais le me
Le
final n’est
this marvelous work of unification
que
l’unité
envoie
through
his Holy
Spirit. au monde. Si nous som
suffisamment
autour
de cet anniver
"When I am lifted up unis
from the
earth, I will
draw
all
men
to
myself".
(John
12:32)
With
sans pareil, le monde verra alors que no
these words Jesus announces his work of
est
réelle.of all humanity through his
unification
Jean 17:21
death
and des
resurrection.
L’unité
Églises, de leur enseignemen
At the foot of the cross are his mother
and
the
"disciple
Jesus
loved",
leur organisationwhom
n’est
pas
l’objectif de J
who, like the second disciple of Emmaus, is never named. Therefore, all
Nous devons donc être multiculturels,
can identify with him. Here we see the redeemed humanity for whom
multiethniques,
et
Jesus gave his life and whom he wants
to join and unitemulticonfessionnels
in him. No one is
excluded from his communion! multigénérationels.
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L’Unité

La Célébra

La Prière
But how
is he goingsera
to achieve
this wonderful
Jesus
Celebration
accompagnée
et work of unification of all
humanity?
soutenue dans la prière. Nous voulons
By his
humility!avec
By our
nous
associer
leshumility!
mouvements de
Paul says
it forcefully.
He calls the ceux
Philippians
prière
mondiaux,
en particulier
qui to imitate the humility of
Jesus
Christ
by
which
God
raised
him
up
ont redécouvert ces dernières années so
la that all in heaven and on
earth would bow their knees before him. (Phil 2:5-11) 1 Thess. 5:17
prière perpétuelle (24/7). Il n’y a que peu de
Jesus chose to
live in humility,
thatmouvement
is how he united heaven and earth.
progression
possible
pour tout
In
the
same
way
there
is
no
unity
possible
chrétien sans l’inspiration et la force between us without humility.
It is through
it that
Jesuslaacts
to unite us in him.
renouvelée
que
donne
prière.
When he prays "that all may be one, Father...that the world may believe". The
way to this unity is humility.
In the journey towards 2033, in visiting so many Christians from so many
diﬀerent Churches, we marvel at the communion and friendship that
Christ inspires. And we ask him that we will always remain humble.
2. Love in action: serving
On the Way to Emmaus Jesus loves and
serves his disciples by explaining the
Word of God to them. The first and
greatest service (or 'ministry') is that of
Notre amour pour Dieu doit se voir dans
the Word. But it must never be opposed
notre amour
semblables. Jesus
to thepour
"tablenos
service".
Celebration
doit
donc
aussi
s’accompagner
These two services are like the two hands
d’une vague
de générosité
sans précédent, de
of God's
work.
projets sociaux,
humanitaires
etJesus
de compasIn the washing of the feet,
gives
sion partout
là oùcommandment":
se fêtera la "As
résurrection.
His "new
I have loved
Nous aimerions
mobiliser
les chrétiens
à
you, love one
another”. (John
13:34).
Matthieu 10:42
partagerInconcrètement
l’amour
de
Dieu
this commandment he sums up everything that is dear to his heart. It
autour d’eux,
en particulier
à l’égard
is his spiritual
"testament".
He gives it at the moment when he announces
one of his apostles will betray him and another will deny him.
des plusthat
démunis.
As for him, "he loved to the end" (John 13:1). By turning to him we are
justified and enabled to serve and do acts of love.
"Emphasize foot washing also in 2033," a Christian in Russia told us! This
year will bring an unprecedented wave of generosity, social, humanitarian
and compassionate projects wherever the resurrection is celebrated.
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L’Amour

avons retenu cinq fondamentaux
ration 2033.

riser et transposables
dans toutes
Jesus is "among us as one who serves" (Luke 22:27). We must give him all the
space de
and do
with him, for he does nothing without us!
me les doigts
la everything
main, devront

e et
ns
de
qui
s la
peu de
ement

From now on, may the pilgrimage towards 2033 give us a greater
awareness that he walks with us and that we are his collaborators!
3. Prayer: Follow the Holy Spirit
In the village of Emmaus, Jesus sat at
table with Cleopas and the
anonymous friend. At the breaking of
the bread, their eyes were opened,
they recognize him, but Jesus
disappears.
At every Lord’s Supper, and also every
time two or three gather in his name,
Jesus prays in our midst, like the High
Priest who never ceases to intercede
for us (Mat 18:20; Hebrews 7:25).
We celebrate the Last Supper (or the
1 Thess. 5:17
Eucharist) with Jesus praying in our midst. With him we give thanks to
the Father (Mat 26:27), we remember his death and celebrate his
resurrection until he comes (I Cor 11:26).
With the Spirit we say to him "Maranatha! Come soon! " (Rev 22:17). We say
this prayer to the Holy Spirit constantly as we walk towards 2033. More
and more, we are becoming aware that he alone opens the doors. That is
why we invite and ask for prayer.
We visit monasteries, houses and prayer movements. Through a letter of
prayer, we also invite everyone to raise their hands.
In the ecumenical network of movements "Together for Europe" to
which Jesus 2033 is linked, we often say that "the score is written in
heaven". This word indicates that it is the Spirit that must be followed,
and not a pre-established program. He alone knows what will happen in
2033. We must give him great confidence and play one note after another
of this score.
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4. Testimony: announcing
After their encounter with Jesus at
Emmaus, the disciples become
witnesses. On their journey Jesus had
given them an example of witnessing: it
Dans la Bibl
is through questions and without
sont naturel
imposing himself that he makes them
understand the meaning of his death
Deux mille a
and resurrection.
personnes o
This is how it is for us: we can only bear
Ce jour-là, l
witness in a spirit of dialogue,
occasion his
friendship and humility.
Habacuc 2:14
de la résurre
By giving Jesus a place among us, "the
faithful witness" (Rev 1:5), he teaches us the right attitude and the right connaissent
words, as well as the courage of the Word.
All those whom Jesus met after his resurrection became witnesses. "Faith
comes from what we hear and what we hear comes from the Word of Christ" (Rom
10:17).
But the apostles of Jesus had two experiences. First, they doubted when
the women tell them the great news. Then, all, except John, knew the
martyrdom of blood.
The example of Thomas (John 20) shows that it is not enough to hear the
word of the resurrection, but it is necessary that Jesus himself comes to
him to lead him to faith. So it is with us: only the Holy Spirit can
convince. Our task is to prepare his way by witnessing.
Our dream is that at Easter 2033 every person will hear the Easter
greeting in his or her own mother tongue: "Christ is risen, he is truly
risen!”

Le Tém
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5. Feast: celebrating.
The disciples of Emmaus join the others and
together they are filled with joy and praise
(Luke 25:52f). Christ is risen so that a people
may rejoice with him and acclaim him, in
heaven and on earth, as the book of
Revelation shows.
Jesus among us is the one who dances with
joy and leads us in his dance. He is the artist
who dances with the Father and the Spirit
and calls us to consecrate our gifts of
creativity.
During the time of Easter 2033 we dream of a great worldwide
celebration bringing together the leaders of the great Churches. But we
also dream of celebrations carried by the local Churches in their great
diversity, in all nations. May these feasts provoke astonishment!
Our initiative is not just focused on a single event. We invite the churches
to a pilgrimage around 2033 with a "Decade of Resurrection", beginning
in 2023. Seven years of preparation and three years to mark the years of
Jesus' public life.
We can begin visiting each other now, on the occasion of the Easter
celebrations.
In particular, we invite you to reflect on how to live Easter together in the
years when the date will be common among all Christians in 2025, 2028
and 2031.
In 2033, we call on the churches to live Easter on the same date, in an
exceptional way, for the 2000 years of Christ's resurrection!

Questions for sharing
Which of the five "DNA" best match you?
What elements of DNA are already present in your context?
What elements need to be developed?
What could you start today in relation to these DNAs?
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To invite Christians from the various churches to walk the way to
Emmaus in preparation for the Great Jubilee of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ in 2033, this is the proposal of the "Jesus 2033"
initiative.
The Emmaus way is primarily a geographical route, although it is
difficult to say where the ancient village of Emmaus is located.
But it is also and above all a spiritual path.
Since his resurrection, all our paths can become paths to Emmaus,
where the Risen One wants to meet with us.

www.jc2033.world
info@jc2033.world

